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steel, and four steel plates of moths, caterpillars, beetles and their larvae, 
with forty-six cuts in the text, we first open upon a memoir of Dr. Har- 
ris, by Col. T. W. Higginson. Then follows Harris' Correspondence 
with Hentz, Melsheimer, Doubleday, Herrick, Leconte, Miss Morris, and 
shorter communications from Say, Zimmerman, and others. An Appendix 
contains numerous descriptions of larvae, republished papers, his contri- 
butions to entomology in the "New England Farmer," extracts from 
agricultural papers, etc., etc. The work is beautifully printed, edited 
with the greatest care and fidelity to the memory and fame of Dr. Harris, 
and is a work that every one who wishes to be an entomologist should 
read and reread, that he may imbibe the spirit of conscientious research 
and unwearying devotion to truth that were among the prime charac- 
teristics of Dr. Harris' nature. 

Pictures and Stories of Animals.* — These works will unquestion- 
ably prove of benefit to the young. They are not so praiseworthy in 
point of composition as in the amount of information which they con- 
tain. The illustrations are most of them characteristic, while others 
have that stiff, woodeny appearance but too often found in works upon 
Natural History. The Tenney series, unlike all other juvenile works of 
its class, treats principally of American animals, and for that reason, if for 
no other, we heartily recommend it to those who would instruct their 
children or younger pupils in the rudiments of Natural History. 

Fishing in American Waters.! — That Genial is the nature if not the 
exact name of the author of this most useful and entertaining volume 
must be apparent to every reader. Fun and fishing, tackle and tattle, 
pisciculture and porgies, are sandwiched together in a most delightful 
manner throughout the entire work. The author is evidently a Walto- 
nian angler, an "honest man who fears God, loves his neighbor, and 
goes a fishing." 

A fly-fisher, and, as is well known a master of that gentle art, he does 
not, as has been lately the fashion, "wash his hands of such dirty things" 
as worms, grubs and flies, and affect to despise those who use them as 
Goths and Vandals, but honestly acknowledges that skill may be displayed 
even in bait-fishing, and gives the results of his experience in that line 
for the benefit of those benighted heathens, who, as yet, may be totally 
innocent of any knowledge of the hackle, palmer, or coachman. 

The Natural History department of the book is, however, to say the 
least, somewhat curious, as witness the following : 

"I may also state my conviction that a whale is a fish, and that the por- 
poise is also a fish, though the members of this genus travel in pairs, 
suckle their young, of which they usually have but one at a birth, which 
the parent mammal guards with jealous care." (p. 25.) 

•Pictures and Stories of Animals for the Little Ones at Home. By Mrs. Sanborn Tenney. 
Six Vols., 12mo. Sheldon & Co., New York. 

t Fishing In American Waters. By Genlo C. Scott. New York: Harper & Brothers. 1889. 
8vo, pp. 484. 
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Again (p. 41) he gives us an entirely new scientific classification of the 
fishes as follows: First, Mammalia!!!! Second, the genus Salmo. Third, 
all other oviparous fishes. 

Again (p. 353), " Spallanzani proved the possibility of impregnating the 
eggs of fishes artificially. He took the eggs of a frog and impregnated 
them with the semen of a male frog." Surely all is fish which comes to 
Mr. Scott's net, Mammals and Batrachians included. 

The section on Fish Culture, occupying sixty-two pages, is valuable 
and interesting, though written apparently more for the purpose of satis- 
fying curiosity than of giving information to the working pisciculturist, 
who is anxiously looking for some work in the English language (any 
other will be thankfully received, but English preferred) which will give 
full and accurate directions for the artificial propagation of fishes. Coste, 
Haxo, Shaw, Boccius, Francis, Prced, Garlick, Fry, and even Norris, 
leave much to be desired. 

Of the pictorial embellishments a great deal may be said on both sides. 
The grotesque initial letters are capital, the figures of fishes, taken for 
the most part from a well-known school-book, are very poor and by no 
means new; with half a dozen exceptions those in the back part of the 
book are intended to represent European species, and the others are with 
one or two exceptions, so uncharacteristic and inaccurate in detail (e. g., 
a smelt without the adipose dorsal, p. 102, etc.), as to render the name 
under the cut a very important appendage. The fishing scenes are decid- 
edly below par. On page 391 is a cut which has been going the rounds of 
the periodical press for the past year, and which we had hoped was, ere 
this, worn out. It has appeared successively in "Harper's Weekly" and 
"Monthly," "Scientific American," and "Phrenological Magazine." It 
represents a poor martyr trout in the hands of an unskilful manipulator, 
who holds her in such an outre manner, and squeezes her so tightly, that 
the eggs are forced out at the wrong way. A view of a much more humane 
and profitable method of handling trout may be seen on the frontispiece 
of "Francis' Fish Culture." 

A statement like that of the capture of Turbot on the coast of New 
Brunswick (p. 432), must be taken with full allowance as to what is in- 
tended by the name of Turbot. 

But with these exceptions, and as far as is promised, the book is the 
best that has yet been issued. To give instructions for fishing in Ameri- 
can waters is what is promised in the title, and this is faithfully carried 
out, and to use a new and strikingly original phrase, no library of works 
on Angling can be complete without it.' — Teutta. 

The Mississippi Valley.* — "It was with a view," the author states in 
his preface, "of illustrating the gradations between the forest, prairie, 
and desert ; the varying conditions of temperature and moisture, and 

*Tlie Mississippi Valley: Its Physical Geography, Including sketches of the Topography, 
Botany, Climate, Geology, and Mineral Resources; and of the Progress of Development in 
Population and Material Wealth. By J. W. Foster, LL. D. Illustrated by maps and sections, 
Chicago: S.O. Griggs & Co. 1869. 8vo, pp. 443. $3.50. 



